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Char.

It was many years before the peculiar smell of a
non-char treated wax could be removed and the present-
day bluish-whiteness could be obtained. When wax
was first refined., it was treated with either animal
charcoal or fullers' earth, "but the results were uncertain
and, at the Lest, unsatisfactory.

In 1864, John J. Lundy, who was a large chemi-
cal manufacturer, of Leith, near Edinburgh, called the
attention of Ajadrew Taylor, F.C.S. (owner of a small
oil work at Uphall) to a "by-product of the manufacture
of "prussiate of potash/' and suggested its possible use
as a decolorising and deodorising agent for wrax.
Experiments proved that this prussiate of potash char
did the work so perfectly and gave such superior results
over anything that has so far been tried that Taylor
immediately adoped its use, and until the secret of his
success was discovered his waxes brought the highest
prices of any in the market Since this char became
generally used for the final wax treatment nothing
to be compared with it has so far been discovered,
and it bids fair to hold its own for many years to

come.

Having now followed the oil and gaseous products
of the distillation of stale from start to finish, the
various distillations and processes through which the
oily products afterwards passed may "be somewhat easier
memorised or followed ly studying Diagram II. Of
course it must not be supposed that all the companies
adopt exactly the same methods of distillation, fraction-